
 

BACK TITRATION 

Back titration, also known as reverse titration, is an analytical technique used to determine 

the concentration of an analyte by reacting it with a known excess of a standard reagent. 

After the reaction between the analyte and the reagent is complete, the remaining unreacted 

reagent is titrated with another standard solution. This method is particularly useful when 

direct titration is challenging due to factors such as slow reaction rates, lack of suitable 

indicators, or the analyte's insolubility. 

Principle of Back Titration 

In a back titration, a known excess amount of a standard reagent (Reagent B) is added to the 

analyte (Substance A). The mixture is allowed to react completely, ensuring that Substance A 

fully reacts with Reagent B. After the reaction, the amount of Reagent B that did not react 

(excess) is determined by titrating it with another standard solution (Titrant T). By knowing 

the initial amount of Reagent B added and subtracting the amount of Reagent B that remained 

unreacted (determined through the titration), the amount of Reagent B that reacted with 

Substance A can be calculated. This information allows for the determination of the quantity 

or concentration of Substance A in the original sample.  

When to Use Back Titration 

Back titration is employed in situations where direct titration is not feasible or practical: 

• Slow Reactions: When the reaction between the analyte and the titrant is too slow, 

making direct titration time-consuming. 

• Lack of Suitable Indicators: If there is no appropriate indicator to determine the 

endpoint of the titration. 

• Insoluble Analytes: When the analyte is not soluble in water, making it difficult to 

perform a direct titration. 

• Volatile Analytes: For analytes that may evaporate or decompose during direct 

titration. 

• Weak Acid-Weak Base Reactions: In cases where the reaction between a weak acid 

and a weak base does not produce a sharp endpoint, making it challenging to 

determine the equivalence point accurately.  

Applications of Back Titration 

Back titration is widely used in various fields: 

• Pharmaceutical Industry: To determine the concentration of active ingredients in 

medications, especially when the active compound is not easily titrated directly. 

• Agriculture: To analyze soil samples for lime requirement by determining the 

amount of calcium carbonate present. 

• Food Industry: To measure the content of certain components, such as the 

determination of fat content in dairy products through the saponification process. 

• Environmental Analysis: To assess the content of specific pollutants in water or soil 

samples when direct titration is not suitable. 


